DUNDALK UNION. 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The Houae of Commotu, 
dated s8th June 184s 



COPIES of the Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians of 
the Dundalk Union relative to two Pauper Children, Sarah and William 
Montgomery \ — and, of all Correspondence between the said Board of 
Guardians, or the Chaplains of the Workhouse of said Union, or of 
any other Parties, and the Poor Law Commissioners, or their Assistant 
Commissioners, relating to the case of the said Paupers. 



Poor-Law Cocnraission Office,! 
Dublin, 21 July 1842. J 



Arthur Moore, ■ 
Chief Cleric. 



(Mr. Eedington.) 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to he Printed, 

6 August 1842. 
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RELIGION OF PAUPER CHILDREN. 



|y’o. a. — Extract from Minutes of Board of Guardians of the Dundalk Union, 

4 April 1842. 

(^Jo. 4,699 D.) 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the children, Sarah and William Montgomery, have 
expressed their wish to attend the Roman Catholic place of worship, they shall now be 
entered on the register as Roman Catholics. 



2 . — Letter from the Rev. Elias Thackeray, Vicar of Dundalk, to the Poor Law 
Commissioners, 15 April 1842. 

(No. 4,812 D.) 

gjy Vicarage, Dundalk, 15 April 1842. 

I PEEL it my duty, as vicar of this parish, to communicate to you, as the Poor Law Com- 
missioner of this country, a circumstance that has occurred in the union-house of this 
district, which involves in its consequences, in my judgment, not only injury to individuals, 
but the^ well-working of the establishment and the peace and harmony or the district. 

The circumstance to which I allude is this : two orphan children, 1 think about nine and 
eleven years of age, were admitted into the house at its being opened, March 14, 1842, as 
Protestants. When there, I understand, they were claimed by the Roman Catholic chaplain 
as members of that church, and enrolled as such by the Board of Guardians assembled on 
the 4th of April following. 

Now the history of these poor orphans is simply this: their parents came here to reside; 
the father was a carpenter ; in his illness before his death, T attended him as his clergyman ; 
tlie mother died of cholera, and thus their children became orphans in a district m which 
they had neither friends nor relations. Prom this time they became, I may say, peculiarly 
the children of the Church, inasmuch as they received their support from its contributions, 
and their clothing from the wives of its ministers; and I do not recollect (except on one 
occasion) that aid was sent to them from any other quarter, and that never reached them; 
for their sister, who had married a Roman Catholic, I understand made use of it for leaving 
the country, as she said, in search of the man to whom she had been married, and vvho 
had forced her to go to chapel, and where she ceased to go so soon as he deserted hm-. 
During her slay here,after her desertion, she attended the worship of the Established Ghurch, 
of which she had always been a member before her marriage. In ‘o 

these orphans have uniformly attended our lectures m the church, and have been at our 
schools and it never for one moment was doubted by those who knew ftem that they we^^ 
the children of Protestant parents, baptized and trained members of the Established 
and supported by its contributions, until the very hour at which they were received into the 
union-house prepared for the aged and fororphans in distress. ^ I felt it my duty to 
further respectino- the family of these orphans, and this mornings post brought me letters 
fom the^retoVs and otLrs in confirLtion of that which 1 declare, that their parents 
and connexions on both sides were Protestants. 

At the formation of new associations it is not to be expected their resolutions will always 
be surh as e^rlnce would supply ; a.i,d I cannot but think that .‘''V^rlu^sX this 
the part of the Poor Law Guardians. The extract I here add will, f 
opinion ; it is as follows, taken from the registry of the union-house •- 
William aged 10; Montgomery,- Sarah, aged 12; admitted on tlie 14th March and 
entered as Protestants.” But in the margin of tlie hook is thm remark, opposite to the 
name of thL dlildren R. Catholic, by order of the Board of Guardians, dated Apiil 4th, 
1842 .— T. O’Reilly, master.” . mrsn+t-. 

I lament that the appointment of chaplams was not [pat office, 

after the chaplain of the Church of Rome^had taken a part “ 

because this great inconvenience could not then have occune . ^ , ramose I apply 

the consequences that result from it with as little delay as m y matter and to correct 

officially to you as the proper officer, I conceive, to invesjgate this matter, ana 
whatever shall be proved to be wrong in what has occurred. oersonal 

I shall he prepared with the testimonials have no right to relieve 

inconvenience m the course I am pursuing, it is a J .j. . ^ ^ administered, in 

myself by such feeling, and whmh I must Ciament in forming these 

regard, first, to these orphans, and iiltmiately t unaffected by any proceedings 

establishments for the aged,, the destitute, and orphans, unanec e y y p 

545. " 
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wMch should interfere with the religion of its inmates, or endanger the harmony and 
peace of the union itself, or of the district around. ..... 

^ I hope to hear from you without delay, and that you will concur with me m thinking an 
investigation into this painful and exciting subject, as it appears, is quite necessary, and 
ought to be made without delay. 

I have, &c. 

To George Nicholls, Esq., (signed) Elias Thackeray, 

&c. &c. &c. Vicar of the parish of Dundalk, 



No. 3. Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. E. Thacheray, 4 May 1842. 

(No. 4,812 D.) 

gjr Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 4 May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners have had under consideration your letterof the 15th ultimo, 
relative to the religious persuasion of two orphan children, named Montgomery, inmates of 
the workhouse of the Dundalk union; and in reference thereto the Commissioners desire 
to Slate, that the children having been admitted into the workhouse as Protestants, and their 
parents having been Protestants, there can be no doubt that they must be brought up as 
Protestants until they slmll arrive at an age when they will be entitled to determine for 
themselves. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Rev. Elias Thackeray, (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Vicarage, Dundalk. Chief Clerk. 



No. 4. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, 

9 May 1842, enclosing Copy of foregoing Letter (No. 3). 

(No. 4,812 D.) 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 9 May 1842. 

Tee Poor Law Commissioners having received a communication from the Rev. E. 
Thackeray, vicar of Dundalk, relative to the religious creed of certain orphan children in the 
workhouse of the Dundalk union, and having communicated with their Assistant Commis- 
sioner, Mr. Gulson, thereon, theCommissioaers transmit herewith, for the information and 
guidance of the Board of Guardians, a copy of a letter which has been addressed to the' 
Rev. Mr. Thackeray on the subject. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians (signed) Arthur Moore, 

of the Dundalk Union, Dundalk. Chief Clerk. 



No. 5. — Extract from Minutes of Board of Guardians, 13 May 1842, received by 
Commissioners 13 June 1842. 

(No. 7,281 D.) 

The following letter having been received from the Poor Law Commissioners of the 
9th May, enclosing a copy of a letter to the Rev. Mr. Thackeray, dated Maythe 4th, 1842, 
with reference to the orphan children, Montgomery ; — 

[For Commissioners’ Letter, see above, No. 4.] 

Resolved, — That the letter of the Commissioners of the 9th May be acknowledged, 
and that the consideration of the subject to which it alludes be deferred to the next 
meeting of the Board of Guardians, when the Assistant Commissioner (Mr. Gulson) 
will be present. 



No. 6. — Letter from the Rev. E. Thacheray to the Commissioners, 10 May 1842. 

(No. 5,864 D.) 

Sir, Vicarage, Dundalk, 10 May 1842. 

, I CONCLUDE that the order from the Poor Law Commissioners, of which 1 received 
a copy last week, by some circumstance has not reached the Poor Law Guardians of this 
union ; for on Sunday last, when the chaplain asked (upon the authority contained in your 
order, which I gave him as his sanction) for the return of those children to the Established 
Church, the reply on the part of the master of the union workhouse was, that “ he had 
received no authority from the Poor Law Guardians to act in this -matter,” or words to that 
effect.. 

The nhaplain of the poor-house, who has only just now come to officiate here, with 
becoming propriety did not press’ the attendance of these children to the service in which he 
was engaged ; but it would not be right in me to defer my application to you, as the Poor 

Law 
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Law Commissioner acting in Ireland, requesting that no longer delay may occur in replacing 
these two orphan children under the care of their proper spiritual instructor. I beg that 
no further delay may occur in the settlement of this matter; if there should be, I cannot 
consent to have it questioned whether it- be a matter of indifference with me that these 
children through life (under my charge since the death of their parents) shall continue under 
the ministry of the Established Church or not. 

» I have, &c. 

To George Nicholls, Esq., (signed) Elias Thackeray, 

Poor Law Commissioner, Dublin. Vicar of Dundalk. 



No. 7. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. E. Thackeray, 20 May 1842. 
(No. 5,864 D.) 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 20 May 1842. 

The Poor Law Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your further letter of the 
10 th instant, relative to the religious creed of certain orphan children in the workhouse 
of the Dundalk union; and the Commissioners desire to state that the matter will be 
brought under the consideration of the Board of Guardians by Mr. Gulson, Assistant 
Commissioner, at their next meeting. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Rev. Elias Thackeray, (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Vicarage, Dundalk. Chief C)lerk. 



No. 8. — Extract from Minutes of Board of Guardians, 20 May 1843. 

(No. 6,627 D. 42.) 

The case of the orphan children, Montgomery, taken into consideration. 

Moved by Mr. Kennis, and seconded by Mr. De Verdon ; — 

Resolved, That a difficulty having arisen, and the appointment of a committee in the 
case of the orphans, Montgomery, that the Episcopal and Roman Catholic chaplains do 
each draw up a statement of the facts connected with the early religious education of the 
children, and that the same be forwarded by those gentlemen to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, with the request that they will reconsider the subject to which their letter of the 
0th instant refers. 

Moved, by Mr. Cartin, and seconded by Mr. O’Hanlon, as an amendment 

That the board do resolve itself into a committee on Friday next, for the purpose of= 
hearing evidence respecting the religious profession of the orphans, Montgomery. 



No. 9.— Letter from the Rev. E. Thackeray to the Commissioners, 24 May 1842. 



(No. 6,424 D. 42.) 

gij.^ Vicarage, Dundalk, 24 May 1842. 

On the 15th of April last, as vicar of this parish, I felt it my duty to communicate to 

TO T ir, Tp^.lor.f^ ♦hs ’ - — -.ft 



On the 15th of April last, as vicar of this parish, 1 telt it my amy to w 

you, as the resident Poor Law Guardian in Ireland, that two orphans, the elder under 12, 
the younger under 10, years of age, had been admitted, on the opening of the union work- 
house, into that establishment as Protestants, — this occurred on the 11th of March, and t a 
* :i ^1 ac TJnmfm Catholics, bv ord 



house, into that establishment as Protestants, — this occurrea on tne liui oi auu 

on the 4th of April these same orphans were recorded as Roman Catholics, by Older o 
the Board of Guardians. 



he Board of Guardians. , , i i ■ , 

In mv letter dated April 1 5th, t stated facts to prove that these orphans and tlieir parents 
were members of the Established Church, and I requested from you an investigation in o 
a matter in which not only the condition of these poor orphans was involved but probably 
the peace and harmony o/ these establishments, as regards riot only their inmates but the 
officers appointed by law to watch over their moral state, and the comforts generally ot all 

that seek a refuge within them. , > y -u ■ ^ jo+a 

Hearing that you were in London, I did not forward my second letter, bearing date 
April 29th, but when I heard of your return, 1 again wrote to you (this was on ° 

May) complaining that no progress had been made towards repkcmg ese orp 
the spiritual guardianship of tli chaplain of the Established Church connected with this 

“rW now again (May 24th) to call your attention to ‘bis slate °f things, 

I feel it my bounden duty to appeal to a higher or more powerful J ‘“g" 

Law Commissioners to correct the error into which . I think the o sniritual 

this district have fallen, unless these orphans be immediately ‘ _ 

care of the chaplain of the union appointed to watch over the poor who are members ol 

the Established Church. . . ■ i' P-^tahlkh- 

Parliameht wisely withheld the appointment of ? 

ments from the same constituency to whom was confided the connected 

645. ^ ^ 
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connected with them, and one of their objects doubtless was the prevention of what are 
termed reliaious dissensions and excitements, what I hear there is now pat danger of 
occurring. Dissensions on the part of the Poor Lavv Guardians, respecting these two 
orphans, is evidence how much wisdom there was m leaving all matters connected with teh- 
trion not for their coasideration and decision. 

Mv aoplication in this difficulty was to those in whose appointment were the officers of 
religion 'and must continue so. I can recognize no subordinate board ot appeal ; and a case 
involving the spiritual concerns of those who have been of my flock until placed m this 
nnion (and it so happens most particularly so, from being more than usually orplps) ; and 
if the Poor Law Commissioners do not consider themselves authorized to decide this matter, 
but leave it to aiiy<ither hoard, it will only remain for me to appeal to some higher or more 

’’°I coniide'S'nnions in all parts of the island, and persons of every religious opinion, 
who -desire peace in these establishments, are as much mtoested m a np decision on the 
point in question respecting these two orphan children as the individual who is now address- 

Ihave, &c. 



To George Nicholls, Esq., 
&c. &c. &c. 



(signed) 



Elias Thackeray, 

Vicar of Dundalk. 



No. 10 .— Letter from the Commissioners to the Eev. E. Thackeray, 25 May 1842. 
(No. 6,424 D. 42.) 

gjj. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 25 May 1842. 

The Poor Lavv Commissioners acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant, 
calling attention to your previous communications relative to the religious creed of certain 
orphan chiidren in the workhouse of the Dundalk union, and in reply the Commissioners 
desire to state, that on the 20th instant they addressed a letter to you, stating that they had 
directed their Assistant Commissioner, Mr. Gulson, to inquire into the circumstances 
referred to by you, and that will be done as soon as he is enabled to attend at Dundalk for 

By order of the Board, 

To the Rev. Elias Thackeray, (signed) Arthur Moore, 

Vicarage, Dundalk. Chief Clerk. 



No. 11. — Extracts from Minutes of Board of Guardians, 27 May 1842. 

(No. 7,282 D. 42.) 

Susan M‘Cabe was now brought forward to give evidence in the case of the orphan 
ehildreu, Montgomery. 

Susan M'Cabe knows the two children, Sarah and William Montgomery; knows them 
about eight years ; knows them to attend the Catholic chapel, and at catechism ; was class- 
teacher at tlie Roman Catholic chapel for about twelve months, during which time she saw 
the children several times in the class. 

Their eldest sister, Eliza Shannon, always sent them with her ; Shannon went to England, 
and Eliza Shannon went after him; the children then went to the free school; when the 
children were baptized, the elder was about five years, the younger about three years. 

• The eldest sister, Mrs. Shannon, told witness, Susan M'Cabe, at the time of her own 
baptism, that the llev. Mr. M‘Cann told her that she was not to be forced into the Catholic 
Church, to which she replied she was quite happy, and she would have the children baptized 
also. 

Rev. Mr. Studdert, Protestant chaplain, now came forward, hut declined giving any 
information to the Board of Guardians respecting the childi’en, Montgomery, except in pre- 
sence of the Commissioners nr their deputy. 



The children, Montgomery, were now brought forward. 

Sarah Montgomery recollects the time of her re-b^tism ; both the children expressed 
a wish that they should be Catholics, because the Roman Catholic Church is the true 
church. 

In answer to questions from one of the Guardians: they were supported by their brother 
and sister; were going to chapel before they came to the poor-house, and they wished to. 
come to the poor-house in order that they could go to the Catholic Church, 

• Were advised by their eldest sister to go to chapel. 

Sarah said her sister took care of her after her father died. 

They were admitted on the recommendation of a note directed to Mr. Gulson, and entered 
by the master as Protestants. 



Resolved, That the. evidence before the board be reported to the Board of Poor Law 
Coinmissioners. 



, After 
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After hearing the above, the board came to the following resolution : 

Moved by Mr. Cartin and seconded by Mr. R. S. Byrne 

Resolved, That in pureuance of a resolution passed at the lastmeetino- of this board, 
constituting us a committee to hear evidence respecting the religion of the children, 
named Montgomery, at present in this workhouse, we have heard evidence on the 
subject, and are of opinion that the said children should remain on the books as 
Catholics ; and we are further of opinion, that to compel them to adopt any other reli- 
gion would be most arbitrary and unjust, the children, in our opinion, being^ sufficiently 
intelligent to choose their own faith. ^ 



No. 12. — Letter from the Rev. E. Thachzray to the Commissioners, 1 June 1842. 

(No. 6,844 D. 42.) 

Sir, Dublin, 1 June 1842. 

I CANNOT withhold from you the painful information, that notwithstanding all that has 
passed between you, as a Poor Law Commissioner, and myself, as vicar of Dundalk, on the 
subject of the two orphans, Montgomeries, no step has been taken to establish the investi- 
gation I have for nearly two months asked of you respecting them. 

In the meantime I near much excitement and discussion have arisen, not only with the 
Guardians, but with those of the district around, according to their respective feelings, and 
the representations made to oppose or indulge them. 

And as regards the two orphans- themselves, they are of course attendants upon the 
service of a church of which their parents were not members, nor themselves until they were 
inmates of the workhouse, or rather until they had been there 24 days, I think; a period 
when there was neither a chaplain of the Established Church nor of* the Church of Rome 
appointed. 

It is a case of very serious importance, not only as regards these orphans, but as it may 
operate as a precedent for others ; and not only in these respects, but as occasioning serious 
disseupious and discussions among the Poor Law Guardians, who, to become valuable as 
public oSicers, should be kept free from points calculated to excite and foster prejudices, 
so that they may work together in peace and good will. 

I am, &c. 

To George Nicholls, Esq., (signed) Elias Thacheray, 

Poor Law Commissioner, Custom House, Dublin, Vicar of Dundalk. 



No. 13. — Extract from Minutes of Board of Guardians, 3 June 1842. 

(No. 7,283 D. 42.) 

A LETTER was now handed in, by Mr. Barrett from Thomas Fortescue, esquire, which 
was read and ordered to be inserted on the minutes ; the following is a copy : 

[See Resolution on the case of the orphans, Montgomery, in .Minutes of Meeting of 
May 27, 1842.] 

I protest against the above resolution on the following grounds : 

Firstly, Because the only witness examined by the Board of Guardians which ca.me to that 
resolution was Snsan M'Cabe, a Eoman Catholic and a teacher m the cl.ape school at 
Dundalk ; whereas, in such a case as this, witnesses ought to be examined on botli sides of 
the question. 

Secondly, Because it is admitted that the orphans Montgomery, were born of parents 
who were born, lived and died members of the Church of Engian . 

Thirdly, Because the children were baptized into that church, and lived with their parents 
until the death of their father, their last surviving parent, in ] 837. 

Fourthly, Because the re-baptism of the girl by a 
which was caused Of allowed by the elder sister of the orphans, 

church, she having married a Roman Catholic, cannot foi a moine g ,. 1 ,.!,™ Up. 

rirl, being only seven, or, as is asserted by some, only five years old, could not chaii,pe 
laitK , , ... 

Fifthly, Because it is admitted, that from some period in the 
being lea by their sister, were taken under the care ° 

Dunlalk, and attended constantly llis church and school, and LlS 

sent by Mr. Thackeray into the union workhouse, upon the opening ol that eslablislimeut 

“ “om'the births of the children up to the year 

time, it is universally admitted that they were members of o 

therefore, during the above interval alone, that, being under 

a Roman Cathobe by conversion, they could by any possibility be considered to bUoiig 
that church. Lastly, 

043. * * 
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Lastly, I protest against the resolution above referred to, because, although it was my 
duty as chairman of the board to sign their proceedings, I cannot allow it to be supposed 
that I do at all concur in their decision. 

28 May 1842^ (signed) Thomas Fortescue, 

We, the undersigned, concur iu the above protest. 

(signed) A. Hamilton. 

Turner harreft. 

Roht.' 3I‘Neil. 

Benjamin Thompson. 
John T. Dickie. 



No. 14.— Report from Edward Guhon, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 
to the Commissioners, 11 June 1842, with three Enclosures. 

(No. 7,239 D. 42.) 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the instruction contained on No. 6,424 D. 42, annexed, I have 
entered into a full examination of the circumstances of the case of the two children, Mont- 
gomery, who were admitted to Dundalk workhouse as Episcopalians, and were afterwards 
changed to Roman Catholics by order of the Board of Guardians, and respecting whom the 
Commissioners addrcssed the Letter, No. 4,812, D. 42, to the vicar of Dundalk, with copy 
to the Dundalk hoard, directing that the children in question, being of Protestant parents, 
should continue to be educated as members of the Church of England, but with which 
direction the majority of the Board of Guardians refuse to comply. 

I annex copies of the depositions taken by me at Dundalk on this subject. 

I also annex copies of all minutes of the Dundalk Board of Guardians relating to this 
matter, and the protest of the chairman and other Guardians against the course adopted by 
the majority. 

From the evidence I have taken, and by the admission of all parties, it is certain^ 

First, That the children were born of Episcopalian parents, and that the parents 
continued to their death to be members of the Church of England. 

Secondly, That on the death of the parents (or immediately after) the children were 
taken and supported by the ministers of the parish of Dundalk, who sent them to 
school, paid for their maintenance, aivd eventually sent them to the workhouse. 

The children are Sarah, aged 12, and William, aged 10. 

On the first day on which the workhouse opened, the curate of Dundalk, who had charge 
of the church charitable fund, from which the children were being supported, sent them up 
for admission. They were admitted, and were entered as Protestants. 

Shortly after this it was stated at the board, that an elder sister of these children had 
married a Roman Catholic ; that after the death of their father, the children were, left in 
charge of this elder sister, who herself became a Roman Catholic ; and that during the time 
they were intrusted to her (by the ministers who supported them), she (unknown to those 
who maintained them) had one or both of the children re-baptised by the Roman Catholic 
minister, the children having been baptised during the lifetime of the parents as Epis- 
copalians. 

On this ground, as well as that the children, aged 12 and 10, on being asked, stated that 
they wished to go to mass, the Guardians directed the registry to be altered to “ Roman 
Catholic.” 

On this the vicar of Dundalk (Dr. Thackeray) wrote to the Commissioners, and they in 
consequence replied to him, and sent copy to the Dundalk hoard, stating that the children 
were to be brought up as Protestants. 

The majority of the Dundalk board being Roman Catholic, they refuse to acknowledge 
the authority of the Poor Law Commissioners in regard to these children, and direct that 
. they shall continue Roman Catholic. 

Thus the matter rests until the Commissioners take further steps in the matter ; and I 
may add, that the case is of importance, because it not only will govern similar cases at 
Dundalk and elsewhere, but it is most warmly taken up by the local press on both sides, 
and because it is likely to be brought before Parliament. 

It clearly appears to me, that the elder sister having married a Roman Catholic, and 
herself become one, is beside the question. The parents being Protestants, had they lived, 
these children would doubtless have been brought up as Protestants ; and, being in the 
workhouse, it cannot be doubted, I think, that, in the spirit of the Poor Relief Act, they 
ought to remain under the care of the Episcopalian chaplain until they anive at the age 
of discretion, which age perhaps is 15 (that stated in the Act as emancipating a child from 
the care of its parents). 

If the Commissioners coincide in this view of the case, then arises the question, how 
they are best to enforce and carry out their direction. 

6n this point it appears to me that the authority of the Commissioners is, under existing 
circumstances, very doubtful. The Commissioners have issued no rule or order, under seal, 

on 
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•on the subject of the religious education of the inmates; consequently their directions can 
only be enforced through the paid officers, whom it is highly inexpedient to bring into direct 
collision with the majority of the Guardians. 

The Commissioners, on considering this case, and determining the course now to be 
adopted, will bear in mind that the Guardians will certainly resist the authority of the Com- 
missioners on the point as far as the law will permit ; and as much excitement prevails on 
both sides, it will be necessary so to decide as to enable the Commissioners to carry their 
views into operation. 

I have, &c. 

11 June 1842. (signed) Edward Gulsoiu 



(No. 7,239 D.) 



Enclosure 1, in No. 14. 

Dundalk Workhouse Board-room, 6 June 1842. ^ 



Francis O’Reilly, master, sworn : produces the registry-hook, from which it appears 
(and he swears) that two children were admitted as follows : — 

'‘March 14th, 1842, Sarah Montgomery, aged 12, orphan, Protestant; William Mont- 
gomery, aged 10, orphan, Protestant.” 

The above children, the master deposes, applied for admission, at the workhouse on the 
first day of the workhouse opening for the reception of paupers ; they were brought by a 
young woman, and were sent by the Rev. Dr. Thackeray, with a note addressed to 
the Assistant Clommissioner, who happened to attend the board on that day. 

He, the master, entered them as Protestants, understanding from the person who accom- 
panied them that such was the religious creed in which they had been educated. In addi- 
tion to this, he inquired of the children themselves whether they went to mass or to church ; 
they stated, in reply, that they went to church, and he accordingly entered them as Protest- 
ants. 

The children continued as Protestants in the workhouse till April 4th, when the following 
resolution was passed, and is entered on the minute-book, viz. 

“ Resolved, That inasmuch as the children, Sarah and William Montgomery, have ex- 
pressed their wish to attend the Roman Catholic place of worship, they shall now be entered 
on the registry as Roman Catholics.” 

In consequence of the above entry the master, Francis O’Reilly, made the following entry 
on the margin of the registry-book 

« Roman Catholic, by order of the Board of Guardians, dated April 4th, 1842.— 



F. O’Reilly, master.” 

Jane Carr, Chapel-lane, Dundalk: deposes, that she knows the two children Montgo- 
mery ; knew the parents of the children ; they lived in the next room to teself for a long 
time^; knew them abont 11 years ago ; was acqumnted with the woinan two years before 
she died and knew the man till he died. The father was a carpenter: the parents both 
belonged to the Church of England ; saw them constantly going to charoh, and is sure that 
therdfd not other place of worship. The mother lied of cho era m the cholera 

tsS wheX younl^^^ chifd was abont siJ months old The father lived two or three 

years after the decease of the mother, and died m the Church-lane. , , , , , 

Both the above parents were buried in the churchyard and d=P““nt ‘he funeral 

mcfVipv • the children lived with the father up to the time of ius death, un tne 

the father and mother of the children, Montgomery ; considered them and visited tnem 

of fte father were supported by the mmisters by pnv aud believes they regularly 

up in every respect as^Episcopalians, attended the Sunday-school, and oenevesi y g 
attended church. _ . thp. -narish of Dundalk; and 

John Fitzpatrick sworn: resides in fathw of the- twa children; 

has been so; about 10 years; . fa_ther’s' death, the two children- sta^^^ 

Montgomery ;, made' the grave for him. A fVip father livedi but cannot^say for 

withleir hmther and elder sister m the- house an whicR They were 

how.long;, stayed there until the sister, was marne J J of the sistfcr, the 

marriedi at church;. and the elder brothw was.prese ^ the' tWt*'- children were then 

biofe hrofce.up house, and understood he- enh^ed. Supposes tne tw 
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taken by the Rev. Mr. Thackeray, and supported by charitable contributions, because he 
received money for their support from Mr. Thackeray, and gave it to Mrs. Darcy ; has paid 
money to others besides Mrs. Darcy. Paid Mrs. Darcy the first money he received; also, 
since paying the money to Mrs. Darcy, has paid 4s. 6rf. per week to Mrs. M'Clelland. Each 
of the above persons were supporting the children at the time he paid them the money ; 
cannot say when he paid the first money for the support of these children, but continued to 
pay it up to the time the children came into the workhouse, but cannot tell of his own 
knowledge whether he paid it continuously during the whole period. Paid Mrs. Darcy 3 s. 
per week for the children. 

Catherine Darcy sworn: lives in Park-street, Dundalk; knows the two children, 
Montgomery ; became acquainted with them in June 1839 ; took the elder sister as a servant 
in June 1839, not knowing that she was married; she remained in her service only one 
month before she found out that the servant was receiving rnoney for the support of the two 
children, and that she was supporting them ; the servant’s time being considerably occupied 
in attending to these children, she euiowed her to bring the children to sleep in the house 
rather tlian permit so much of her time to be occupied in going after them. The servant 
continued a year and a quarter in tlie house on this footing, and then she left, and deponent 
continued to keep the children for the same remuneration as that which the servant (their 
sister) had previously received. The children, during the service of the sister, went out to 
school at 10 o’clock in the morning, returned to dinner at three, and remained; the children 
went to the free school (Mrs. Reilly’s school). 

' The school was a charity school open for children of all religious denominations ; the 
children continued in deponent’s house, and under deponent’s care, from June 1839 to 
September 1841 ; during the whole of this time they went to church on Sundays, and 
attended lectures at the church regularly for the children at three o’clock in the auernoon 
on Wednesdays and Fridays; the children, on leaving deponent, went to reside with 
Mrs. McClelland. 

During the time of the service of the married sister, she regularly attended church, and 
also the church lectures for adults on Wednesdays. Never heard until after the cliildren 
came into the workhouse of any doubt existing as to their religion. 

Never heard or suspected that the married sister was of any other religion than that of 
the Church of England until after the children came into the workhouse. 

The sister on leaving her service went to England, and deponent has not since heard of 
her; before the children came to deponent, they lived with Mrs. Hayney, also Conaghy’s ; 
but the time of the servant being occupied in visiting the children there, deponent took 
them to her own house. 

John Fitzpatrick, re-examined : deposes, that the two children, Montgomery, after tlveyleft 
Mrs. Darcy, went direct to Mrs. M'Clelland, and there continued until they came to the 
workhouse, except for a short time, when the boy was separately provided for at Cavanagh’s, 
but it was only for a few weeks, and on account of tlie boy’s not being easily managed. 

Rev. Mr. Allpress, states, that the children were first upon the church books in Sep- 
tember 1840 ; and 

Rev. Mr. Stubbs, states, the reason for their not being before placed on the church fund 
was the inadequacy of that fund, and prior to that time they were supported by private 
contributions. 

The Rev. George Studdert produces the following certificates, viz. : — 

“ (Copy.)~Sarah, daughter of John and M. Montgomery, was bora 16th July 1830, 
and baptized 1 st August 1830. Registered 1st August 1830 ; by me, 

“ J". G. Glenny." 

“ I certify that the above is a true copy, extracted from the parish register of the 
parish of Newry, by me, 

“ April 19th, 1842. « W. Williams, Curate of Newry.” 

As regards the^ baptism of the boy, William, the Rev. Geoi^e Studdert produces the 
following letter, viz. : — 

T T'u > 1 ** Greenwood Park, 15 April, 

in Mr. 1 hompson s absence, who is at present in England, I take the first moment to 
answer your letter, which I have just received, and have great pleasure in assuring you that 
I never knew or heard of a Roman Catholic belonging to any branch of their mother's 

“ rhe Livingstons and Hartfords were all steady Protestants, whom these poor orphans 
are descended from. 

“ They were also highly respectable people, but their mother, Matilda Hartford, when very 
young, made an alliance in a grade of society much beneath her own ; he was a carpenter, 
but belonged to tim Established Church; I had the clergyman’s certificate who man’ied 
them, apd also Dr. Campbell’s certificate for the baptism of Sarah, in Mary’s church, Newry ; 
and I think you were also so kind as to let me have yours for the baptism of William. 
T hese certificates were all enclosed to the governors of the Pleasant’s female asylum, in hopes 
01 getting oarah admitted, but her father being a carpenter, was the great obstruction; 
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but, if necessary, I am sure I can procure them again. Allow me to take this opportunity 
of returning you many thanks for your friendly attention to these poor orphans ; and 

Believe me sincerely yours. 

Rev. Elias Thackeray, Vicarage, Dundalk. (signed) E. F. Livin^sion. 



My dear Thackeray, Tanderagee, 15 April 1842. 

At the time John Montgomery was married, the register was kept very carelessly ; there 
is however, living evidence in abundance that he was married in the church, and a descend- 
ant of a very old Protestant family, and the wife, Matilda Hartford, equally so. 

If there was wanting evidence to confirm, Montgomery’s claim to be a Protestant, there 
are fifty orangemen in Tanderagee who saw him admitted, and frequently attended with 
him at the meetings of the lodge. This I look upon as good evidence of his religion; I 
shall however, keep the inquiry open, should you not be satisfied with this statement. 

' Yours truly, 

Rev. Elias Thackeray, Vicarage, Dundalk. (signed) Thomas Carter. 



Susan M'Cabe sworn, and deposes : lives in Church-lane, Dundalk ; knows the two 
children, Montgomery, and their elder sister, who married a journeyman carpenter, and 
went to* Eno-land ; has known them more than seven years; knew them three or four 
months before the father died. Shortly after the father died, the elder sister got married to 
a carpenter who worked in the house ; the man was a Roman Catholic. The children con- 
tinued to reside with the married sister and her husband for about eight months, when he 
left his wife and them, and went to Liverpool. About three months before the husband left, 
the married sister came to deponent and stated that she wished to speak to one of the 
Roman Catholic clergy, for she wished to belong to the Roman Catholic Church. The chil- 
dren did not go to school during the eight montlis they lived with their sister, being too 
small. On the married sister going to deponent, she took her to one of the Roman 
Catholic curates, and he instructed her, and afterwards baptised her, and she afterwards 
went to the Roman Catholic chapel. After the desertion of the husband, the wife remained 
in Dundalk, and took a lodging and endeavoured to support herself and the two children by 
sewinff and knitting, for about six months, and then she took fever ; during her illness the 
Roman Catholic clergyman attended her, and charitably supported her and hertwo children, 
Montgomery. Deponent knows this from living at the time next door to l^er, and con- 
tinuing her"^ intimacy with her; the married sister and the children were all ill together 
of fever and they remained ill four months, during which time they were supported by tire 

cha'ritv’of the Roman Catholic curate who attended them. 

The^Roman Catholic clergyman who had thus supported them aftervvards dred of fever 
himself, and the married sister then went after her husband to England. When she left, 
she sent the children to the free school, and as they had no means of support, they lived by 
the charity of their neighbours, and were taken up by the Protestants, and by them main- 
tained Prom the death of the father to the time of the niamed srster leaving the children 
was nearly two years, during all of which period they lived with their sister 

The sister reinained in EMland about two months, and returned to Dundalk, and went to 
lodge aTMrrWard’s for a&ut six months. During the liuie she was in P"g “nd ^ 
moths') the oliildren lived upon the neighbours; and during the tmie she lodged at 
Mrfward'sthrSrenwere ‘supported by Mrs. Lynch, who took the little girl to mmd 
W cidldien, alrLnt ^ little™ boy to Lliool She aitcrwards went to seivice with 

Mrs Lvnch and after that she went to service with Mrs, Darcy. , „,i v,. 

"it: ^atfdtiX on leaving Mrs. Darcy, went to England, where she still remains ; 

“ite dFerruttri^dtlTand the Rev. Mr. Clark were the sponsors on the christening of 

Sarah. 

Enclosure 2, in No. 14, 

laSCriito.“. 3 ■ i: “r B, “p^^^ 

27 May, No. 11, page 6. 

Enclosure 3, in No. 10, 

(No. 7,339 D.) 

Foe the Protest referred to, sei No. 13, page 7. 

No. 15. 
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No. li3 . — Letter from the Commissioners to the Chairman of the Board of Guardians, 

2*2 June 1842. 

(No. 7,239 D.) 

Sir, . Poor Law Corhmission Office, Dublin, 22 June 1842. 

Referring to their letter to you of the 9th ultimo, the Poor Law Commissioners desire 
to state that they have again had under consideration the subject of the religious education 
of the two pauper children, named Montgomery, inmates of the workhouse of the Dundalk 
union, together with the resolutions passed by the Board of Guardians, the evidence taken 
by Mr. Cfulson, Assistant Commissioner, and his report thereupon, from which the facts of 
the case appear to he as follow 

1st. That the children were horn of parents professing the religion of the Established 
Church, of which church the parents continued to be members until their death. 

2d. That the children were baptized according to the rites of the Established Church, 
in the lifetime of their parents. 

Sd. That on the death of the parents, or immediately thereafter, the children were 
taken and supported by the ministers of the parish of Dundalk, who sent them to 
school, where they were educated as Protestants, paid for their maintenance, and 
eventually sent them for admission to the workhouse. 

4th. That the children, aged respectively 12 and 10 years, were received into the work- 
house on the first day that it was opened, and were then registered in the books of the 
union as Protestants, that having been stated to be their religious persuasion by the 
person who brought them to the workhouse. 

5th. That it was stated at a meeting of the Board of Guardians, on the 4th of April 
last, that an elder sister of the children, who had married a Roman Catholic, had sub- 
sequently professed herself a member of tlie Roman Catholic Church, and had caused 
the children to be re-baptized by a Roman Catholic priest, on which grounds, and on the 
ground that the children, on being questioned, expressed a desire to attend the mass, 
the board directed that the registry should be altered by placing them therein as 
Roman Catholics. 

6th. That the attention of the Commissioners having been called to the matter by the 
Rev. Mr. Thackeray, they addressed a letter to him on the 4th ultimo, expressing their 
opinion that the children should be educated as Protestants ; and a copy of that com- 
munication having been forwarded, on the 9th ultimo, to the Board of Guardians, the 
board, after a consideration of the case, on the 20th and 27th ultimo, passed a resolution, 
directing that the children should be continued on the register as Roman Catholics. 

The Poor Law Commissioners, having bestowed full consideration on the facts of the case, 
which they believe to be correctly stated above, have come to the deliberate conviction that 
the act of the Guardians in registering the children as Roman Catholics, and- in -proceeding 
to educate and treat them as such, was a violation of the 49th section of the Irish Poor 
Relief Act. Every fact stated affords a ground for continuing to bring up the children as 
Protestants, except that their sister is become a Roman Catholic, and that they have 
expressed a wish to attend mass. With respect to the change of religion in the sister, it has 
nothing whatever to do with the religion of these children, as it cannot lead to the inference 
that tlieir parents, if living, would have consented to their also forsaking the form of 
religious belief in which they have hitherto been brought up, and the church into which they 
were received at their baptism. With respect to their own expressed wish to attend mass, 
the Commissioners would consider it a dereliction of duty to attend to the mere wish, with 
reference to such a subject, of an infant of 12 years old, the age of the eldest of these 
children ; the Guardians ought to act as parents towards orphan children, until they reach an 
age at which a parent’s control may be said to cease ; and as every presumption in this case 
must be, that the parents of these children would have educated them as rrotestants, and, 
in doing so, would have duly exercised their parental authority and influence, the Guardians 
also are bound, both in reason and in law, to take the same course. 

The Commissioners trust that these considerations will have weight with the Board of 
Guardians, and cause them to reverse forthwith their order of the 4th April, that these Pro- 
testant children shoifid be registered as Roman Catholics. Should the Guardians (which, 
however, the Commissioners trust they will not) still persist in an act which the Commis- 
sioners cannot look upon otherwise than as improper and illegal, the Commissioners are 
prepared immediately to issue an order, under seal, directing that the register shall be 
amended, and that the children in question shall be educated and treated in all respects as 
Protestants. The effect of this proceeding will be, that the ofiicers of the workhouse, and 
all_ other persons who promote, or permit, or take part in the education of these Protestant 
children, so long as they continue in the workhouse, until they attain tp years of discretion, 
in the doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church, will become liable to the penalties provided 
by the 32d and 1 02 d sections of the Irish Poor Relief Act. 

By order of the Board, 

To the Chairman of the Board of Guardians (signed) Arthur Moore, 

of the Dundalk Union. Chief Clerk. 



No. 16. 
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No. 16. — Letter received by the Commissioners, dated, “ Vicarage, Dundalk, 

20 June 1842.” 

(No. 7,566D.) 

Sir, 

I WAS at the union-house for the poor of this district yesterday, and expected to have 
found the orphan children, named Montgomery, reinstated in their connexion with the church 
of which their parents and families were members', and they also themselves until the hour 
of their admission into that establishment. 

The investigation which I required on the part of the Poor Law Commissioner resident in 
Ireland, so long back, I think, as the 1 5th of April, took place in a fortnight since, and it is 
difficult to account for the delay which has since occurred in coming to a decision upon it, 
especially when I again remind you of the position in which these poor orphans are placed, 
and also of the state of public feeling on all sides, of which I gave you intimation m all my 

previous communications with you on this subject. 

1 beg now, however, to state, that unless this matter be finally adjusted previous to next 
Sunday, 26th instant, I shall feel it my duty without further delay to place the whole afiair 
before the Government for their consideration, so that it may reach the piiblic and the 
Houses of Parliament, and the question be no longer a matter of doubt whether there be 
any authority within the walls of a poor-house that shall transfer orphans, neither of whom 
were 12 yea4 of age, from one church to another, and that, too, without the slightest com- 
munication with the ministry under whom they had been trained, and by whose contnbution 
and that of their church they had been almost uninteiTuptedly supported since the decease 
of their parents. 



I have, &c. 



To George Nicholls, Esq., 

Poor Law Commissioner, Custom House, 
Dublin. 



17 .— Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. K Thackerai/, 22 June 1842. 

PoO'' P™ Commission Office, Dublin, 22 June 1842. 

3 f r^tbo lUW Rebel a., ae .eil as 
in the case of the workhouse officers dismissal from office. 



To the Rev. Elias Thackeray, 
Vicarage, Dundalk. 



By order of the Board, 

(signed) Arthur Moore, 



Chief Clerk. 



No. 18.-ECTHACT from Minutes of Board of Guanlians, 24 June 1842. 

(No. 7,891, D.) Commissioners, and ordered to 

Tub following letters were now read tram tue l oor new 
be inserted on the minutes, namely, 

Commissioners' Letter, dated 22d June, (see No. 15, page 12.) 

The other letter referred to in this minute does not relate to the subject 
return. 



"“endosiiigl™ from to Ret’ ct. ct;^Sn"Ss^ 

the Workhouse. 

(No. 7,933 D.) Chester, 28 June 1842. 

Sir, ^ i,„„ia;n ftf the Poor Law union-house, 

I HATE just received the enclosed note from the chaplai 
Dundalk. - ,7 suffer not a moment’s delay in seeing 

tbaf IhlSm 

545. 
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I am on my wav to Cambridge, and therefore request you will communicate your inten- 
tions to the chaplain of the union, and you will oblige me if you would have a copy of it 
transmitted to me at Cambridge, where I shall remain some days. 

The subiect has engaged some Members of both Houses, m consequence of commum- 
cations made to them from the county of Louth, and I was told, lust before I left Dundalk, 
that a Member of the Upper House meant to bring the business before it. As 1 shall be m 
London, it will doubtless be asked of me what steps have been taken in this matter, and 
I am desirous to be able simply to say that all is right, without the necessity of showing 
how long a time has occurred since my communication with you commenced. 

I have, &c. 

George Nicholls, Esq., P.L.C. (signed) Elias T/iaekeray, 

Custom House, Dublin. Dundalk. 



Enclosure in foregoing Letter. 

My dear Mr. Thackeray, Dundalk, 26 J une 1842. 

I DO not think it right to let a post pass by withont informing you that the Montgomery 
children have not been restored yet. The master told me that he had heard the order from 
the Commissioners read at the board, but that the Guardians had not issued any order to 
him. and therefore that he could not interfere. If on my going up to the poor-house this 
week I find out any thing worth telling, I shall write. 

Your affectionate nephew. 

Geo. Studdert. 



No. 20 . Report from Edward Gulson, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner, 

to the Commissioners, 2 July 1842. 

<No. 8,122 D.) 

To the Poor Law Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, w , 

1 BEG to state, for your information, that your Letter, No. 7,239 D. 42, addressed to the 
Dundalk Board of Guardians, relative to the religious education of the children, Montgomery, 
has been read at the board, and has been placed on the minutes; but as the board of 
Guardians adhere to their former resolutions on this subject, notwithstanding, the Commis- 
sioners have now only to issue the order adverted to in their letter, directing that the said 
children shall be educated as Protestants, in accordance with the religious tenets professed 
by their parents to the time of their death. 

I have, &c. 

2 July 1842. (signed) Edward Gulson. 



No. 21. — Copy of Order issued by the Poor Law Commissioners, 18 July 1842. 

To the Board of Guardians of the Dundalk Union; to the Clerk to the said Board of 
Guardians ; to the Clerk or Clerks to the Justices of Petty Sessions, held for the division 
or divisions in wliich the townlands and places comprised within the said Union are 
situated, and to all others whom it may concern. 

Whereas Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery, orphan children, aged respec- 
tively 12 and 10 years, or thereabouts, were admitted into the workhouse of the Dundalk 
union, and still remain there : 

And whereas the parents of the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery pro- 
fessed the creed of Protestants of the Established Church of England and Ireland, of 
which church they continued to be members until their death : 

And whereas the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery were baptized 
according to the rites of the said Established Church, during the lifetime of their parents, 
and continued to be members of that church until the death of their father, their last sur- 
viving parent : 

And whereas the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery have now no testa- 
mentary guardian: 

And whereas no natural guardian of the said Sarah Montgomery or William Montgomery, 
and no godfather or godmother of the said Sarah Montgomery or William Montgomery, has 
consented that the said Saiuh Montgomery or William Montgomery shall be educated in 
any other creed than that professed by the parents of the said Sarah Montgomery and 
William Montgomery, as aforesaid : 

And whereas the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery were admitted into 
the said workhouse as Protestants, and as such their- names were entered in the registry of 
the said workhouse: 

And 
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And whereas the board of Guardians of the said union have, by a resolution passed at a 
meeting of the said board, held subsequently to the admission of the said Sarah Montgo- 
«iery and William Montgomery into the said workliouse, directed that the registry of the 
said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery should be altered, and that they should 
be registered as Roman Catholics, and educated in the creed of the Roman Catholic Church : 

And whereas it appears to us that the act of the Guardians in registering the said Sarah 
Montgomery and William Montgomery as Roman Catholics, was in contradiction to the true 
intent and meaning of the 49th section of the 1st & 2d Viet., e. 56 ; 

Now, therefore, we, the Poor Law Commissioners, in pursuance of the powers vested in us 
by the said Act passed in the 1st and 2d year of the rei^n of Her present Majesty Queen 
Victoria, intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland," 
do hereby order and direct that the Guardians of the said Dundalk union shall amend the 
register of the said workhouse, by striking out of the said register so much as states that 
the said Sarah Montgomery and William Montgomery are Roman Catholics, and by again 
registering them as Protestants of the Established Church of England and Ireland j and we 
do further order and direct that the said Guardians shall not authorize the education of the 
said Sarah Montgomery or William Montgomery in any other creed than that of the said 
Established Church of England and Ireland. 

Given under the hands and seal of us, the Poor Law Commissioners, this 18th day of 
July in the year of our Lord 1842, 

(signed) G. C. Lewis. 

Forwarded by post, 20 July 1842. Edmund W. Head. 

(signed) Geo. NicholU. 



ji^o. 22. Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, accompanying 

foregoing Order, 20 July 1842. 



(No. 8,870 D.) 

gjj. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 20 July 1842. 

With reference to the letter of the Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 22d ultimo, 
addressed to the chairman of the Board of Guardians of the Dundalk union, and the 
minutes of proceedings of the Guardians on the 24th ultimo, the Commissioners now 
transmit herewith an order which they have felt it their duty to issue under hand and seal, 
in accordance with their letter above referred to, relative to the two pauper children named 
Montgomery, inmates of the workhouse of the above union. 



By order of the Board, 



To the Clerk to the Board of Guardians of the 
Dundalk Union, Dundalk. 



(signed) Arthur Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 



No. 23. Letter from the Commissioners to the Rev. E. Thackeray, 20 July 1842, in 

reply to his last Letter (No, 19). 

(No. 8,870 D.) 



Sir, . 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 20 July 1842. 



With reference to your communication of the 28th ultimo relative to 
children named Montgomery, inmates of the workhouse of the Dundalk umon, the 1 oor 
Law Commissioners dfsire to inform you that they have issued an 

Board of Guardians of the above union, m accordance with the Commissioners letter yo. , 



dated the 22d ultimo. 

To the Rev. Elias Thackeray, 
Vicarage, Dundalk. 



By order of the Board, 

fsigned) Arthur Moore, 

^ Chief Clerk. 



TiEttees addressed to Mr. Gulson, Assistant Commissioner, and receive 
him for the Return. 



No. 24 —I.ETTER from the Eev. E. 18 April 1842. 

<No. 8 123 D. 42.) Dundalk, 18 April 1842. 

M; Lpe" I; you makes me desirous to communicate ^ you, tW hy tMs posU ^.all 
transmit to Mr. Nicholls an account of the ttansaction whic P Roman 

union-house here, in the claiming of being 

Catholic chaplain, that claim being recoided as , o+nnrp<; which belonged to those 

held with myself or my curates as to the facts and circumstances uhich beionge 
children, previous to their entering that establishmen . j 
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i6 minutes of proceedings and correspondence, &c. 

I tar that this circumstance has excited much feeling of dissaRsfaction on the part of 
the Prlstants, and I have had letters olfering sufficient means for their support, if I will 
taL llifm out • I think such a course would not be doing justice to the public, and 
ttaefore” have asked for an investigation, at which I may be present with my documents 

Y™ wiM am sure, believe my motive for addressing Mr. Nicholls rather than you was 
one not of disrespect to yourself. Faithfully yours, 

(signed) E. Thackeray. 



To E. Gulson, Esq., Rostvevov. 



No 26 -Letmk from Thomm Fortocac, Esquire, Chairman to the Board of Guardians, 

28 May 1842. 

(No. 8,123 D 42.) , ^ , 

„ , Q. Ravensdale Park, 28 May 1842. 

1 oiL reived your letter of the 26th. enclosing a copy of Mr Thackeray’s letter to 
Mr Nicholls, this morning ; it appears to have been mrs-sent to Castle BeUmghain. I am 
SOTV h ffid not arrive in tlike lot our meeting yesterday, as it might have prevented such 
TrSo ution as the enclosed from passing the board. The case of the Mon gomery orphans 
k so clear that no one can doubt that they are Protestants at least I cannot see whence the 
doubt is to arise. I felt this so strongly, that I expressed rny opim“" board; and, 

Sr thi resolution, was carried, gave notice that next Friday I should enter a protest on the 

'’“I'lnolose a copy of the resolution and protest ; the two Guardians who have joined me 
in it were the offiy Protestants in the room besides myself; there were abont 10 or 12 

^l^hall^ feel obliged by your forwarding the enclosed to the Poor Law Commissioners, if 
thore is no obiection to such a coui*se. , , , n c • 

1 think the harmony of Boards of Guardians would be better secured, as well as a fair 
decision in each case, if the Commissioners were to decide m all disputed cases of religious 
persuasion, without reference to the boards. It is easy to perceive that we are not the 

Sdert. the Episcopalian chaplain, declined to give evidence except in the presence 
of the’ Commissioner. He oftered to read a letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Thackeray, 

but the board would not allow him. ■ i • • tvt riex 

After the next meeting I shall be away for some months ; the vice-chairman is iUr. Ue 

Verdon. _ ,, . 

Believe me, &c. 



To E. Gulson, Esq. 



(signed) Fortescue. 



No. 26. — Letter from the Rev. E, Tliackeray, 5 June 1842. 

My dear Sir, 5 June 1842. 

I A.M engaged in a deputation to visit some education establishments in the South-west, 
and my return cannot be under a fortnight. I beg of you, therefore, that when you have 
Bxed your day for the investigation of the case of the orphans, Montgomery, in the workhouse 
of Dundalk, that you will notify the day and hour to the Rev. J. H. Allpress, that he may 
attend with evidence and witnesses. Pray give him all the previous notice in yom power, 
as early as you can. _ . 

The subject has grown into one of considerable gravity ; the papers have discussed it, as 
I hear. Rumours are afloat of things passing in far wide districts, that will require amend- 
ment. In Dublin I bad opportunities of seeing many whose judgment I value, and I am 
happy to think their sentiments are in unison with yours, — that my duty was to consider the 
question as one for the officers of Government, not the elected for the district to decide upon. 

I have written to Mr. Allpress to state the communication I am making to you. 
Mr. Allpress was curate while these orphans were attending on lectures and church, &c. 
Mr. Studdert was not for a moment, so he could not be the best information on the subject 
in my absence, and, even if he had been, I think it most prudent, on reflection, to keep the 
chaplain disentangled. 

Faithfully yours, &c. 

To E. Gulson, Esq. (signed) Etias Thackeray, 



Pray write to Mr. AlLpress. 
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DUHDALK UWlON. 



COPIES of MiHDTBs of PnocotDiHas of Ihe 
Dvndalk Uoioit, relative to two Pauper CbiMroo, 
Sank aod fTifffam Montgomery: and, of CoK' 

SIAKS, die., and tbePooa I.aw ConmasiONEae, 



fjWr- Redwgt&n^ 



6 Avgust 1&40, 
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